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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 On Tuesday, May 12th, the Wright Flyers held the 
monthly membership meeting. This was the first 
planned meeting at the Montissippi Field of the flying 
season. However, the weather was not at all 
cooperative dealing us strong winds and a heavy 
shower right as the meeting opened.

 The meeting was called to order by president Scott 
Leiferman at 7:15 PM. There were nine members 
present including four club officers. We picked up a 
new member, Steve Wester, of  Big Lake.

 Leo Davids reviewed the minutes of the April 
meeting as published in the May club newsletter. The 
minutes were approved as published. Perry Dziuk gave 
the treasury report. There was a $200 deposit of club 
member dues and a payment to Leo Davids of 
$102.02 for the herbicide to spray the field. That left a 
balance of  $4456.89.

 Scott reminded everyone of the upcoming float fly 
at Twin Lakes on Saturday, May 16th. A lunch will be 
provided courtesy of the club. Leo announced the 
upcoming Senior Hobby Day at the Monticello 
Community Center on Friday, May 15th.  Any 
members that can assist in presenting the RC hobby to 
the elementary students this program is put on for are 
welcome to join Leo at the club display tables.
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.

Defending the Field from the Attack of 
D-Weeds
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 Although there was nary a sign of weeds at the late 
April field cleanup, within a week, the dandelions 
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The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, June 9th, 2009. 

It will be held at the Montissippi Flying 
Field.  This is the first of  our summer meetings 

to be held at the field.

reared their colorful blossoms to engulf the field. 
Rather than embark on the usual repetitive, futile 
mowing to control them, Leo Davids and Garth 
Landefeld mobilized to give the field a treatment of 
weed killer. Leo had access to a sprayer and purchased 
enough Ortho Weed Begone Max to cover the field. 
Garth was able to locate a tank that was capable of 
transporting about 200 gallons of water in the back of 
his pickup truck. On Friday, May 8th , these two semi-
professional weedologists headed out to the field. 
Garth mounting his veteran Cub Cadet tractor, pulled 
the 6-foot-swath weed sprayer around the field for the 
better part of 4 hours. Tom Springer was at the field to 
do some flying but appreciating a good cause, joined in 
to speed up the sprayer loading effort. 

 Last year this treatment was given to the field in mid-
June and seemed to keep the weeds, especially the 
dandelions, at bay for the entire season. So far this 
season, the dry weather has kept the grass from 
growing. However, the weeds still manage to thrive. 
Our goal is to spend our mowing budget on the grass 
rather than the weeds.

 Sadly, by Friday, May 22nd, Tom Springer was at the 
field again to fly and was stymied by a dandelion crop 
that was standing about 6 inches high over most of the 
field. Tom got his mower and chopped down a patch 
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about 100’x200’ out from the pit area to fly. At that 
time, the new lawn service had yet to summoned mow 
the field this season. 

 Scott Leiferman called the Lawn Ranger service and 
they were set to mow on Monday, May 25th. As of 
May 30th, the field is mowed, the grass is brown and 
probably dormant (if not dying) and there are some 
scattered dandelions trying to push up their stems but 
not looking too adept at it with the severe lack of 
moisture.

Upcoming Events
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

Grass Field Heli Fly - On June 6th the Grassfield 
club will host their second annual Spring Chaos Heli 
Fly from dawn to 5 PM at the club field in Coon 
Rapids. Landing fee is $10. Check their website at 
www.grassfieldrc.org for more information.

ACRC Pattern Contest - The Anoka County RC 
club has a pattern flying contest scheduled for 
Saturday, June 6th. Currently there are not any details 
published so check the club web site at www.anoka-
rc.com as the date approaches for more details. 

MARCEE Annual Electric Fly -  The annual 
event will be held on June 26-28th at the 3M Club field 
in Cottage Grove. AMA is required to fly. A huge prize 
drawing is on the 27th. Registration is $10 for Marcee 
members and $15 for non-members. Lunch will be 
available on Saturday. Flying starts at 5 PM on Friday, 
and 9 AM on Saturday and Sunday.

WFRC Club ’09 Float Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary 

 This event was scheduled for Saturday May 16th but 
the weather literally blew the event into the next day. 
Wayne VanDenBoom made the call a day or two 
earlier based on weather forecasts to move the float fly 
to Sunday. That day the wind was much more 
manageable with warm temperatures and lots of sun. 
About a dozen RC’ers  participated (9 WFRC, one 
from 3DRC, one from NWRC) , operating 11 
aquatically equipped aircraft (4 electric), logging 
approximately 20 flights, with hundreds of spectators 
(counting a church youth picnic). Courtesy of Mike 
Ferretti’s John-boat, there were 8 retrievals (dominated 
by Nate Ewing). Free lunch was prepared and served 
by Wayne VanDenBoom of hot dogs, potato salad, 
cookies and drinks. With all the flying, food and 
leaving nothing in the bottom of the lake, this was a 
very successful float fly by all the metrics that really 
count.

Senior Hobby Day 
by Jean Davids, WFRC Newsletter Editor

 On May 15th, the Monticello Senior Center held its 

Wayne VanDenboom

Gary Dalheim

Sig Astrohog - owner Jerry from NW RC Club
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annual Senior Hobby Day.  Each year demonstrations 
of various hobbies are displayed for students of 
Pinewood Elementary School in Monticello to show 
the variety of expertise that “seniors” have in the 
community.  The experience is good for young and old 
alike.

  

 Once again, WFRC was represented at this event   
by Al Amundson, Leo Davids and Milt Olson.  Leo 
once again brought his flight demonstration board 
(shown below) so the kids could see how the controls 
work for flying model airplanes.  It’s always a big hit 
with kids standing behind the prop to enjoy the breeze.  
A number of model planes and helicopters were also 
represented.

 In addition, this year Duane Smallwood (senior) 
brought two of his RC vehicles, a truck and car.  This 
gave the kids a more varied view of  RC opportunities.

 This year the kids came in swarms rather than 

smaller groups.  That meant it was feast or famine with 
regard to how many kids arrived at any given time.  
There was one massive group in the morning and then 
a few more individual groups of elementary school 
classes in the afternoon.  Club members brought in 
some of their old RC magazines for the kids to take 
with them.  That is always a big hit, too.  They get 
cleaned out of  their supply in no time.

 Photos of this event are provided by Jean Davids 
who does a presentation on photography.  Annually we 
are set up next to each others display which allows  
easy access for taking photos for the newsletter. 

 The event is a fun one and the kids are very 
interested in the hobbies on display, especially the RC 
table, and show how well behaved and enthusiastic 
they can be.

(See more photos on last page)
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If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

Duane Smallwood Sr., Al Amundson, 

Milt Olson & Leo Davids

Al Amundson’s Bald Eagle plane
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